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Gritty, heartfelt, and a true view from the commanding line in Afghanistan…
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DANGER CLOSE

by

Colonel Stuart Tootal

DSO OBE

3 PARA was at the forefront of the war in Afghanistan. Colonel Stuart Tootal, who lead the unit into battle, is the first senior commander to provide an account of the fighting. Danger Close captures the essence of combat, the risks involved and the aftermath. From strategic planning to fighting on the ground, this is a gritty portrayal of unforgiving conflict.

3 PARA was the first unit into the lawless province of Helmand in 2006. Their deployment was heralded as a peace mission. But the Taliban thought differently. The unit became engaged in a level of combat that has not been experienced by the British Army since the end of the Korean War. Undermanned, isolated and suffering from equipment shortages, 3 PARA fought doggedly against the Taliban. Through raw courage and determination, they won the break in battle for the British campaign.

Numerous gallantry decorations were awarded to the Battle Group, including the Victoria Cross, but they were not without the cost of many wounded and killed in action. On his return from Afghanistan, Tootal fought to get proper treatment for his wounded and feeling frustrated with the Government’s treatment of its soldiers, he resigned from the Army.  In Danger Close, Colonel Tootal tells the tale of an exceptional endeavour by an extraordinary band of paratroopers.

STUART TOOTAL was selected to command the 3rd Battalion of the Parachute Regiment (3 PARA) in 2005.  This included commanding the first UK Battle Group of 1200 soldiers to be sent to Helmand Province in Southern Afghanistan in 2006, for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order.  The fighting 3 PARA participated in during their six month tour of duty in Afghanistan has been described as the most intense combat the British Army has experienced since the Korean War.  It involved 498 engagements with the Taliban and the expenditure of over 479,000 rounds of ammunition.  Fifteen members of the Battle Group were killed in action and another 46 were wounded in combat.  The numerous gallantry awards for the Battle Group included a posthumous Victoria Cross and George Cross.  On returning to the UK, he set up the 3 PARA Afghan Trust charity.  The charity provides support to the seriously wounded soldiers and the next of kin of those members of 3 PARA that were killed in the fighting.  

Following promotion to full Colonel in 2007, he resigned from the Army and is pursuing a career in corporate banking security.  He is also a media defence and security commentator and has lectured regularly on leadership in complex environments to a number of business organisations.  He is a trustee of the 3 PARA Afghan Trust and remains active in raising funds for Armed Forces charities.

A proportion of the proceeds of this book are going to the Afghan Trust www.afghanistantrust.org
For further details please contact Anna Kenny-Ginard 020 7873 6438 or anna.kg@johnmurrays.co.uk
John Murray (Publishers), 338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH


